THE  DISSOLUTION   OF THE FAMILY
cessful orientation to the situation and to life outside the family. Some notes .may be
offered on the adjustment of the family members:
The two youngest children (one boy and one girl) recently graduated from high
school. The three oldest daughters are well and evidently happily married. Two of
them have children of their own. They all seem to have considerable insight into
marriage and its problems. The oldest son (the informant for the family history)
graduated from the state university and for some years has been a successful high-
school teacher. The father and children have co-operated to keep the family going as
long as possible and to help each other to readjust themselves after the divorce. There
was much intermember emotional and financial support. Despite the public attention
to the divorce, the members have been able to carry forward in the community without
disgrace or isolation.
The informant lists the following factors which seem to him important in stabilizing
the family members in the face of conflict and legal dissolution: (i) a level-headed
father with a genuine interest in the children; (2) a fairly good neighborhood environ-
vcnt; (3) both father and mother serious in work habits; (4) opportunity for the
children to work in the father's small business, which taught them self-reliance and
industry and gave them a chance to study and know people; (5) good church con-
nections and moral and religious support therefrom; (6) sound education; (7) good
health and good native ability on the part of all members of the family; (8) "bad"
effects of early family dissension overcome by three members through marriage and
the resulting creation of new family atmosphere for them (related, doubtless, to
points i, 4, 5, and 6), and by the older unmarried son who has made good profes-
sionally; and (9) the two youngest members given financial and social-emotional sup-
port by the father and older siblings as well as by community friends.
In this case there is evidently considerable carry-over from the unstable
family life of the mother to her own marriage; but there is a strong
father who holds the family together in the face" of the mother's dis-
organization. There is excellent intersibling aid and good community sup-
port in the form of church, neighbors, and school contacts. The specific
weight of various factors in such a family history is hard to determine,
as are the details of the influences leading from the familial backgrounds
of the spouses through their own early years as married persons to the
final dissolution. But it is an illustration of how one family group did
not entirely dissolve in the face of long-continuing critical situations end-
ing in divorce*
The effects of divorce on children may be as varied as are the effects
on the spouses. Moreover, it is evident that no major influences are at
hand which are not found also in undivorced families in our present-
day society. Obviously, some interactional tensions may be enhanced, and
others may be reduced in their effects, but one may be reasonably sure
that there is no single phase of child-parent relationship or resulting
problem in the situation involving divorce that is not found in families
which are not so broken. Here as elsewhere we find a wide range of